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The Heart of the Matter 
by Cathy Irvin 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16 NIV) 
The day when all the candy disappears from the shelves and the flowers are 
gone from the florist shops will soon be approaching. But for some of us, 
Valentines Day is just another day. I know some single men and women 
in a class at my church who call it “Singles Awareness Day” if they are not 
in a relationship. Some one once told me: “You have to have a 'Valentine' 
for it to matter.” 
The restaurants love this day. It's special to them. All the sweethearts are 
romancing that special someone, whether it is their girlfriend, or if they are 
married, their wife. More chocolate and roses are sold on this day than any 
other day. 
I am single and not in a relationship at this present time in my life. I 
suppose I could buy some flowers for myself, or some candy that I shouldn’t be eating. But I don’t. However, I do celebrate it, 
just in a different way. I am in love with Jesus; He is my Valentine. So this day I usually spend reflecting on how much He 
loves me.  I will still give my children and grandchildren some token of my affection, cards or candy. The joy for me is letting 
my family know that I love them and telling them that Jesus loves them even more than I ever could. It is a good day to 
interject that nugget of truth about the love of God.   
Wherever you shop you’ll always see an abundance of hearts. The chocolate is wrapped in beautiful red or pink heart-shaped 
boxes. Well, thirty years ago I gave my “heart” to the “Rose of Sharon," a name given to Jesus. Every day is Valentines day to 
me because He makes me feel loved and special, so that’s the heart of the matter as far it goes for me. 
A close friend of mine cooked a special dinner last year for us both. The table was set for the occasion because she had just 
been separated for 3 months and it helped her to get though that time.  Perhaps you can’t wait for this day to come and go 
because you are alone. My advice is to  take a different look at how you can use this day to witness the love of God to someone 
else, or invite some friends over for your own “Single Awareness Day” party. Whatever your status is, be sure to let Jesus know 
that He is the love of your life no matter how you celebrate. Have a happy Valentines Day.  

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:5 NIV) 

Meeting Jesus 
Free 2017 Lent Study 

Reserve yours today!  

Contact the office to reserve your 
copy or Rev. Bolivar by email 
revbolivar@skanpresby.org to 
reserve your copy today!  
Come meet the people who met 
Jesus. Hear About what they learned
—and what they didn’t. Share their 
joys ad their struggles, and we pray 
that you too will start to understand 
Jesus in a newer, richer way.   

More Information Page #4

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.facebook.com/skanpresby
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With the purpose of including others and make it more accessible!  

We will begin meeting again this 
Friday 2/3/17 at 6:45am  

at Johnny Angels

* If your birthday or anniversary is in February and you do not see your name, email 

February Birthday! 
Jesse Hoselton 2/2 
Seth Lincoln 2/2  
Don Witter 2/8 
Caylinn Grady 2/9 
Doris Hill 2/10 
Shelly Andrade 2/10 
Barb Connor-Woods 2/14 
Don Cross 2/24 
Sandy Hadley  

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

February Anniversaries!  
No Anniversaries in February

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar


	
FROM	THE	PASTOR	

    I have this surreal sense, that in a few weeks, I will be in Israel. In all humility, I intentionally do not want to be 
a “tourist,” experiencing and sharing this as if I had discovered something those of you who have been there, or 
others before me, had never seen. At the same time, this is opportunity to pray on Mt. Carmel where Elijah 
challenged the prophets of Jezebel, and at Mt. Tabor where three disciples witnessed the Transfiguration, to swim 
in the Dead Sea, to follow the route of Palm Sunday, to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, to visit the Pool of 
Siloam, Bethlehem, the Tombs of David and Mary, the Holy Sepulcher, and Massada. I am indebted to The Masons 
of our church and community, and the Knights Templar for this Spiritual Pilgrimage. All of us will be seasoned 
pastors, however, I am the only New Yorker, and one of the few Presbyterians. Over the years, I have traveled a 
great many places for study and for mission, to England, the Netherlands, Yugoslavia, the Caucus Mountains of 
what was then the USSR, the Border Communities in Mexico, South Sudan; as well as for vacations with Judy to 
Canada, California, the Caribbean, Grand Canyon, Florida. But this is neither for simple pleasure or meetings and 
work, after over 33 years installed in the ministry this is opportunity for spiritual experiences, reflection and 
renewal. This is opportunity to actually walk in the footsteps of Jesus, to pray where he prayed, to receive and 
share communion in Jerusalem. I am thankful to Mario and Larry Weiss for preaching; to Holy Trinity Lutheran’s 
pastor Paula Roulette for covering any pastoral concerns while we are unavailable; to our Session and Deacons for 
their leadership. A favorite memory, was that when the S. Sudanese first arrived, I was out of town, and the 
following Sunday at worship, John described “Pastor, the church did everything they needed to do to host us and 
care for us.” 

In terms of timing, if all the flight connections work out correctly, I will leave on Monday, February 13th, and upon 
return to JFK Airport, fly to two General Assembly Judicial Commission trials in San Antonio, before returning 
home to be at worship on Ash Wednesday, March 1st at 7pm. Going directly into two Trials, after 18 hours of travel 
and time-zone changes, is not by choice, but cannot be helped. Please keep us in prayer, until we as the church we 
share in Communion anew.     
 

SPECIAL GIFT FOR A MIDI 

Our Pipe Organ, installed new in 2003, was deigned to have a MIDI 
(not the 1980’s Dress or Pastor Lindsey’s Cooper). Recently, 
someone gave a gift of thanksgiving to the church by providing for a 
MIDI. A MIDI is a computer processor (Musical Integer Digital 
Interface), installed inside the Organ console. When used, the 
Organist can program an entire worship service by playing the pieces, 
then step away, and like a player-piano the Organ replays every note 
and stop as it had been played. This is not a recording of sound, but 
actually programming the Organ to play the keys, without anyone sitting at the bench. While positioned in the only 
reasonable location, our Organ console is situated in the worst possible place for the Organist to hear the balance of 
what they are playing. With the MIDI, the Organist can program a piece then sit elsewhere in the Sanctuary to hear 
how the organ actually sounds to you! 
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A VERY SPECIAL COLLEGE CHOIR CONCERT 

Wednesday, March 15th, at 7:30pm the Illinois Wesleyan College Choir will 
provide a Concert at First Presbyterian Church. Those who have attended 
these concerts, and those who have hosted students, know what a treat this 
can be. However, this one even more so than others, because the Organist is 
Doris Hill, and the Conductor Scott Ferguson who will be leading the trip 
many of our Choir Members are taking to Scotland in June. If you have 
space for two or three students for a single night, please sign up in the 
Church Office or at Coffee Hour. If you are available to attend the Concert, 
this should be a great celebration of music. There will be a free-will 
Offering to benefit the Choir’s Travel fund. Please tell your friends and 
neighbors! 

LENT BEGINS - Wednesday March 1st 

The 40 Days of Lent preparing us for the celebration of the Resurrection, begins with 
Communion on Ash Wednesday, March 1st at 7pm. This ancient worship celebration is one of the 
only occasions still connecting us to the Burnt Offerings of ancient Judaism, the reconciliation of 
all that has happened since last year on Palm Sunday, and the hope of forgiveness. 
This is one of the most symbolic and spiritually enriching worship services of the 
year, we hope you will come, for Imposition of the Ashes, Sharing of Communion, 
and the burial of Alleluias. 

This year’s Lenten devotional by Jodi Craiglow invites us to join 47 biblical figures
—one for each day of Lent—who encounter Jesus during his earthly lifeand ministry. 
Speaking in unique, first-person conversational form, these characters tell us “in their own 
words” what they’ve seen and earned. They draw us in to share their joys and struggles, and help 
us understand Jesus in a newer, richer way. The narratives are rounded out with a daily Scripture 
reading and short prayer. 
Along with the text, Meeting Jesus includes a collection of multimedia artwork from Creation 
Lab in Chicago featuring ancient Lenten symbols expressed in a contemporary, urban style. 
Meeting Jesus is perfect for congregations, families, and individuals. Come join Rev. Lindsey 
and Rev. Bolivar in the 2017 Lent Study. We will be doing daily introduction videos and face to 
face conversation on Wednesday during lent!  
 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE ALLELUIAS BURST FORTH 

Ash Wednesday, we recognize that we will not sing or say “Alleluia” again until 
Easter Morning, by gathering up copies of the printed word “Alleluia” and burying 
these in the Sanctuary. One year these became ducklings in the Font, another there 
were 100 helium balloons rising out of the pipe Organ, there was a baby lamb 
beneath the piano, there were doves and butterflies that we released, chocolate 
bunnies and bouncy balls. What might happen this year? Come and See! 
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CHANCEL CHOIR WALKING IN THE LIGHT 

Our thanks to Custodian Eddie Hernandez and Treasurer Peggy Surdam, for 
adding light fixtures to the 3rd Floor Kellogg Room. In 1998 the Choir 
abandoned the Choir Room in what once was the Church Kitchen, to carve out 
a rehearsal space on the 3rd floor. Over the years, Gene Tarolli installed a new 
floor, many of us volunteered painting walls and at other times sorting music. 
But now, the Choir can actually see the notes of the music! Come check us 
out, and maybe join us as part of the Choir on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. 

CHANGES IN OUR CONGREGATION 

On January 3rd, Brandi and Jake Tracy, who were married here in early 2016, gave birth two months early to their 
son Jacobi. Jake recently graduated from the Police Academy and is a Syracuse Police Officer. He is the youngest 
son of Jim and Kim Tracy who have done marvelous things for our church in construction and snow plowing over 
the years. Please keep the Tracy family in your prayers, as we prepare for Jacobi to be released to come home. 

On January 8th our newest Elders and Deacons were Ordained and Installed. We welcome to Session: Beth 
Atkinson, Skip Gassler, Mia Grasso, Donna Volz, Michele Wheatly. We welcome to the Board of Deacons: Judy 
Bobbett, Ann Fey, Judy Gelston, Jan Jurgenson, Adrianna Marshall and Andrew Pease. Actually, Beth Atkinson, 
Andew Pease, Mia Grasso, Adrianna Marshall were the only ones Ordained as each of the others have been 
Ordained here or elsewhere previously. We are extremely thankful to all of these for their service and faith. 

“PARTNERING TOGETHER” MAKES BEST SELLER LIST 

At Christmas Rev. Lindsey made available his first publication Partnering Together, our church’s mission story of 
sponsoring South Sudanese Refugees which has grown to our creation of the first Basic Obstetrics and Neo-Natal 
Health Care Facility, providing restorative Eye Surgeries and Malnutrition Care in South Sudan. In the first month, 
Pastor Lindsey has sold over 70 copies.  As described at the Sunrise Rotary Breakfast in January, this puts this 
book at the top of the Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles’ Best Sellers List! Copies are available from Rev. 
Lindsey at the Church, or through Barnes & Noble Booksellers, or Amazon.com for $22, Kindle and Nook 
versions are also available on-line. 

DEAR CONGREGATION 
            by Doris Hill 

Ministers, staff, wonderful chancel choir, angelic bell choir, and extremely gifted individual 
musicians. Blessings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! Thank you for your 
amazing gifts to me during my time with you as your organist. Your cards, gifts, and 
prayers have sustained me many times during this move. Thankfully, God hears and 
answers our prayers. I miss you very much and think of you every Sunday morning as I go 
to the organ. My prayers continue for you. You are an amazing Congregation, who love and 
give to others Christ’s love in so many ways.  I know God will continue to bless you as you 
serve Him so faithfully. 
I’m adjusting to my new position and working hard.  It’s never easy to go back home, but I 
know God has a plan and He does not make mistakes.  It’s good to be near my other three 
children and their families, but do still miss Doug and Kayla and family very much. Keep 
the faith and keep up the good work that Christ has begun in you and will bring to 
completion on the day when He returns to claim His own. Love and blessings to you and 
thanksgiving for you. I remain faithfully yours! 
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SYSTEMS THEORY IN FAITH COMMUNITIES 

In the 1950s a new Psychiatric Theory was postulated, described as Family Systems. Different from traditional 
Psycho-analysis, this focus of study is not on the patient alone, or the using the therapist to role-play other persons. 
In Family Systems, the whole family system is identified over multiple generations. Rather than attention on 
illness, abnormalities or medication, Family Systems recognizes that every family unit has their own sense of what 
is “normal” and acceptable. Therefore, we each tend to repeat patterns of relationships, and dissuade significant 
changes in behavior, to reinforce the existing system’s function. Throughout Christian history, particularly 
emphasized since the 1950s in North America, Faith Communities (churches) have self-identified as being a 
Church-family. Throughout this year, Pastor Lindsey has been engaged in an intensive on-line training program in 
Family Systems Theory at Georgetown University. His particular interest, appears to have nothing previously 
published; that when abuse is recognized as having happened in the Church-family, how do you bring about 
healing? What does it do to people, and to the Church-family, when someone you trusted as an intimate family 
member violates that trust? How does this affect their faith? Is forgiveness possible, and how? A great deal has 
been written about financial, sexual and power abuses in churches, about recognizing abusers, boundaries, and 
differing theologies, but offering leadership and ministry for the healing of relationships, people and faith, will be 
something brand new. Pastor Lindsey will be away for a 1 day conference in Washington DC in March, on 
“Systems Theory in Faith Communities.”  
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Officers of the Church  

Elected December 11, 2016 Congregational Meeting. The Presbyterian Church USA is unique, in Electing, 
Ordaining and Installing our Officers. The distinction between Ordained and Laity is whether an individual is 
“ordained” meaning that they took Ordination Vows; have knelt down and received the laying on of hands by 
others ordained before them; and that they have been installed to a particular office (Pastor, Elder, Deacon).  
So in the PCUSA, the ordination of our Elders and Deacons and Pastors is equal, and laity are those who have 
never been elected, ordained and installed. 
As we Ordain and Install our New Officers on January 8, 2017, we thank those who are retiring on this date for 
their wisdom, leadership and faithful service. 

Pastor/ Moderator: Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Mario Bolivar 
Treasurer: Margaret Surdam 
 
SESSION/TRUSTEES 
2016 Retiring  2017   2018     2019   
Joe Grasso   David Badami  MaryMargaret Biss          Beth Atkinson 
Cindy Hinman              Ginny Fennessy              Cindy Dempsey                Skip Gassler 
Claudia Lambdin   Jill Marshall  David Graham                Donna Volz 
Kathleen WitterRogers              Doug Rutan  Doug Hamlin                Michele Wheatly 
                *Mia Grasso 

DEACONS 
2016 Retiring                    2017         2018                             2019   
Steve Frackenpohl       Lisa Lincoln        Lee Bennett     Judy Bobbett 
Gary Heyer        Sandy Holbrook      Allyssa Rottger    Ann Fey 
Tom Murphy        Carol Ackles                  Kay Barton     Judy Gelston 
Sandy Nichols                    Beth O'Sullivan      Diane Fellerman    Jan Jurgensen 
Merrily Heyer         Adam Cross       Dave Rottger    Andrew Pease 
Deb McLear        Chris Pardee       Heidi Cross     (Vacant) 
Melissa Biver                                   Adrianna Marshall      
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Manor News - January 2017 
The Manor would like to have more people willing to serve the Sunday meal, especially new members and those who have 
never tried it.  The Manor Family is made up of people whose names you may recognize: Fine Beck, Gwen Birchenough, 
Dwayne Dann, Theresa Fish, Priscilla Metzger and Kate Middleton.  They enjoy sharing a meal and having company.  
The food is already prepared and just needs to be heated and served.  Then sit down and enjoy it with them.  Finally, clean 
up and put the dishes in the dishwashers.  If you have never tried being the server anyone of the board members would be 
glad to go with you on a Sunday after church.  Just call Peggy Surdam at church to arrange this.  You could also buddy up 
with one of the regular servers.  Why not give this a try?  You will leave feeling nourished in body and soul. 

John Spain has installed a motion detector light on the north side entrance and soon will have one installed at the 
bottom of the back stair well. 

Thanks go to the Servers for January:  Ron and Carol Ackles, who served twice this month, Chuck and Nancy 
Williams and Bill and Wendy Crosman. 

Presbyterian Women of the Church  
by Judy Krieger 

The 10th Annual Gathering of local church women in 
Skaneateles and nearby communities was held on January 
12th at Noon in Dobson Fellowship Hall.  More than 70 
people enjoyed soups, desserts, coffee & tea with their 
sandwiches at our “Brown Bag Lunch”.  Eight churches were 
represented this year. 

In the past we have heard from the Rescue Mission, First 
Love Ministries, Matthew 25 Farm, On Point for College, 
Habitat for Humanity, the Ugly Quilters, Sarah House and 
the Booker T. Washington Center.  This year we chose St. 
Lucy’s Church, a parish located in an economically 
challenged neighborhood of the near  west-side of Syracuse.  
St. Lucy’s is home to more than 40 ministries and outreach projects with our community.  Their Ministries include 
Christmas Gift Giving, Food Pantry, Agape Shop for used clothing, Bread of Life program that prepares & serves 
lunch weekly, as well as Faith Formation for children and Lucy’s Table that offers a shared meal and outreach to 
young families. 

The PWC Committee thanks all those who attended our gathering and who donated to help this ethnically diverse 
population receive the help that St. Lucy’s volunteers are able to give. 
For more information:  St. Lucy’s, 432 Gifford St., Syracuse, NY, 315-475-7273 

PWC will plan to continue this January tradition of inviting friends and getting together with other churches in 
2018 to learn about needs and ways to serve.  Watch for notices announcing the “Brown Bag Lunch.” 

Other News…. 
The February Joint Monthly Circle Meeting will be at 1:00pm, Feb 2. In Dobson Hall.  Lesson 5 will be presented 
by Rev. Bolivar, hosted by the morning Mary/Martha Circle. 

The March Joint Monthly Circle Meeting will be at 1:00pm, March 1, in Dobson Hall.  Rev. Lindsey, hosted by the 
afternoon Esther/Sarah Circle, will present lesson 6. 



!8

Collegiate
CHOIR

2017 CONCERT TOUR

WEDNESDAY,  
MARCH 15 

7:30 PM
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

97 East Genesee Street
Skaneateles, New York
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For All Youth Between Grades 7 - 12 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12th @ 2:30 - 5 pm 
Join us for worship, sledding, and mission! Meet us at our Parking lot at 1:45pm to carpool to  

Mari Smith's Home located at 1635 North Rd, Tully NY 13159 
  

Make sure complete the Medical and Permission Forms!  
You can download these forms from www.ourpyc.weebly.com/documents.html 

+  Bring your own sleds 
+  Appropriate sledding clothes and a change of clothing 
+  Favorite Ice Cream Topping, for you and to share! 
+
On this day we will also have a youth-driven worship, fellowship and *present the "Coats 2Kids" project. The 
general format for this event will be as follows: sledding, worship, ice cream.  If there is no snow: Games, 
worship, ice cream. 

* Bring a mint condition coat (any size) to benefit the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, in North Dakota - More Info 
Contact Jenn Chapman @ 315-439-1358

Brushing teeth is a daily routine most of us take for granted--but not seven-year-old Mohammed, who has been 
living in a tent city where water can be scarce. After the October 2005 earthquake that flattened Mohammed's 
hometown, CWS provided refugees with shelter, water, sanitation, schooling, CWS Health and School Kits, and 
medicine. 

C.W. Service Hygiene Kits 
  
To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 
One washcloth 
One wide-tooth comb 
One nail clipper 
One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
One toothbrush (in original packaging) 
Six standard size Band-Aids®  
One hand towel measuring approximately              
16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels) 

“In the face of natural disasters, violence, or  
grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean  
the difference between sickness and  
health for struggling families.”

PWC Annual Mission Project, contact Judy Krieger for more information! 
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IGLESIA	PRESBITERIO	DEL	SUR	
Personería	Jurídica	Especial	N°	1364	de	agosto	de	2012	

Nit.	900.554.688-9	
Carrera	4	4-47	barrio	la	Pola	

	

Iglesia	Presbiterio	del	Sur	
Unidos	Avanzamos	

www.iglesiapresbiterianaips.com	

	
	
	
Señores	
FIRST	PRESBYTERIAN	CHURCH	OF	SKANEATELES		
Atentamente	
ASSOCIATE	PASTOR	MARIO	BOLIVAR	
	
	
Asunto:	agradecimiento	
	
	
	
Por	medio	de	la	presente	nos	dirigimos	atentamente	a	ustedes	con	el	fin	de	agradecerles	
la	generosa	donación	que	oportunamente	nos	hicieron	 llegar	para	celebrar	 la	navidad	a	
diferentes	de	niños	de	nuestras	iglesias;	por	medio	de	su	donación	logramos	llegar	con	el	
amor	de	Jesús	a	niños	de	escasos	recursos	de	 las	 iglesias	presbiterianas	en	Purificación,	
Falan,	Lisboa,	Alvarado	y	armero	Guayabal.	Estos	niños	recibieron	maravillosos	regalos	y	
fueron	enseñados	en	 la	historia	de	 la	navidad,	entendiendo	que	esta	 (la	navidad)	es	un	
gran	 regalo	 DIOS	 CON	 NOSOTROS,	 pero	 además	 evidenciando	 esto	 a	 través	 del	
recibimiento	 de	 un	 detalle	 que,	 gracias	 a	 su	 donación,	 al	 apoyo	 de	 otras	 personas	 y	
entidades	y	recursos	propios	logramos	entregar.	Más	de	200	niños	fueron	bendecidos.		
	
Es	 nuestros	 deseo	 conocerles	 y	 continuar	 enriqueciendo	 esta	 relación	 fraternal	 con	
ustedes,	que	sin	duda	será	de	bendición	para	todos.	
	
	
	
	
	
Atentamente		
	
	
	
	
Rvdo.	Eison	Angulo	Murillo	
Presidente	Iglesia	Presbiterio	del	Sur	
Pastor	Principal	
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